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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District 

236,588  acres 

Estimated  mid-year  population  of 
Llandeilo  R.D.C. 

. 23,530 

Number  of  Private  Dwelling  Houses 

. 6,792 

Number  of  Council  Houses 

. 1,370 

Total  Number  of  Houses 

. 8,162 

Average  Number  of  persons  per  house  . 

. 2.9 

Number  of  Births 

221 

Number  of  Deaths 

309 

Rateable  Value  . . 

£434,855 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

£1,640/16/10 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

This  is  my  Seventeenth  Annual  Report  and  the  last  that  I shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you. 

It  was  another  good  year  for  Public  Health  in  the  area. 

I wish  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  all  members  of  the 
staff  for  their  co-operation,  together  with  Members  of  the  Council 
for  continued  interest  and  support. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 
GLADYS  M.  HERBERT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


7 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

194 

138 

156 

Illegitimate  . . 

9 

3 

6 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

203 

141 

162 

STILL  BIRTHS 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

9 

6 

3 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

o 

0 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

9 

6 

3 

J 

BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF 

MORTALITY 


BIRTH  RATES 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population — 

Legitimate  12.90 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . . . o.OO 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  births  . . 4.40 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  . . . . 1.80 
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INFANT  DEATHS 
Under  1 week 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

3 

2 

1 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Under  4 weeks 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

3 

2 

1 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Under  1 Year 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

3 

2 

1 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 


Premat- 

urity 

Congenital 

Atelectasis 

Others 

Totals 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

Under  1 Day 
1 Day 

Under  1 Week 
Under  4 Wks. 
Under  1 Year 

1 

1 1 

— — 

1 — 
1 1 

Totals 

2 1 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

2 1 

INFANT  DEATH  RATES 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 


10.00 


Under  1 year 
Perinatal  Mortality 


16.00 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 

c.c.c. 

England 
& Wales 

Number  of  Deaths 

0.00 

0.00 

Deaths  per  1,000 

0.00 

0.00 

(live  and  still  births) 

DEATH  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  IN  1968 


Number  of  deaths  — 300 

Male  — 168  Female  — 132 

61%  of  all  male  deaths  were  65  years  or  over 
87%  of  all  female  deaths  were  65  or  over 

32%  of  all  male  deaths  were  75  years  or  over 
52%  of  all  female  deaths  were  75  years  or  over 

7%  of  all  male  deaths  were  85  years  or  over 
18%  of  all  female  deaths  were  85  years  or  over 


6 male  and  2 females  were  90  years  or  over 


1 1 

DEATH  RATE 


Llandeilo  R.D.C. 


All  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.70 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 

There  were  fewer  deaths  from  cancer  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year.  In  1967  there  were  41  deaths  from  cancer  and  3 from 
leukaemia  compared  with  24  cases  of  cancer  in  1968. 

The  majority  of  deaths  were  in  the  65 — 75  age  groups  this  year. 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  EACH  DISEASE 

Male  Female 


Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc. 
Diabetes  Mellitus 
Avitaminoses,  etc. 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.  diseases 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

Hypertensive  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  . . 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Peptic  Ulcer 
Appendicitis 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 

Congenital  anomalies 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

All  other  external  causes 

All  causes 


1 0 

. 13  12 

. 10  12 

0 1 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 

1 0 

. 5 6 

. 7 7 

. 52  30 

. 5 8 

. 19  31 

. 5 8 

1 0 

. 7 3 

. 10  1 

. 5 1 

. 0 1 

1 0 

4 1 

1 1 

4 0 

. 3 1 

1 1 

. 2 0 

1 1 

1 1 

. 5 2 

. 3 1 

1 0 

. 168  132 


300 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CANCER  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  SITES  AND  AGES 
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LLANDEILO  R.D.C.— 1.62 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Dysentery 
Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 


Llandeilo  R.D.C. 


1967  1968 


0 2 

32  39 

6 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 1 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


For  the  twenty-second  year  in  succession  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  district,  but  a few  still  occur  in  the  County,  so 
parents  should  ensure  that  their  children  are  protected  by  innocul- 
ation.  This  can  be  obtained  free  from  the  Family  Doctor  or  at  the 
Local  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 


T able  of  Innoculations  given  :- 

0/5  years 

Trigen 168 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  . . 4 

Tetanus  . . . . . , \ 

Measles : 

Age  Groups 


Children  born  1968 
Children  born  1967 
Children  born  1966 
Children  born  1965 
Children  born  1961-1964 
Others  under  16 


5/14  years  Boosters 


43  HI 

7 27 

50  3 


No.  Vaccinated 


5 

39 

50 

46 

121 

14 
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Smallpox : 

Age  at  date  of 
Vaccination 


Under  1 year 
1 year 
2—4  years 
5 — 14  years 
15  or  over 

Poliomyelitis : 


No.  Vaccinated 


91 

726 

197 

42 

5 


No.  Re-vaccinated 


0 

0 

11 

48 
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Oral  vaccines  were  given  by  the  Family  Doctors  and  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  in  the  Schools.  The  total  figures  for  the 
whole  County  are  as  follows 


Age  Groups 


No.  of  persons  who  have  received 
3 doses  of 
oral  vaccines 


Children  born  1968  . . . . . • • • 679 

Children  born  1967  ..  ..  ..  ••  H51 

Children  born  1966  . . . - • • • • 274 

Children  born  1965  . . . . . • • • 87 

Young  persons  born  1961-64  . . . . . . 183 

Others  under  16  years  . . . . • • 58 


Total 2432 


Number  of  persons  given  reinforcing  dose  of  oral  vaccine  241 


B.G.G.  WHOLE  COUNTY 


Contact  Scheme: 

Number  of  skin  tested 
Number  found  negative 
Number  vaccinated  . . 


252 

175 

121 


School  Children  Scheme: 

Number  of  skin  tested 
Number  found  negative 
Number  vaccinated  . . 


1066 

949 

932 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Eleven  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  nine  male  and 
two  female. 


1967 

1968 

Total  Notifications 

7 

1 1 

Respiratory 

3 male.  0 female 

3 male.  1 female 

Non-respiratory 

2 male.  2 female 

6 male.  1 female 

Inward  Transfers 

0 male.  0 female 

0 male.  0 female 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  distribution  of  all  new  cases 
notified  during  1968. 


Age 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1 — 10  years 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 — 25  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25 — 55  years 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

35 — 45  years 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

45 — 55  years 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

55 — b5  years 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

65  and  over 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

Total 

3 1 

6 

1 

11 

16 


DETAILS  OF  WATER  AND  SEWERAGE  SCHEMES  1968 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Schemes  completed  during  the  year: 

Extension  210  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme,  Pentretygwyn 

(b)  In  progress  during  the  year: 

Cynant  Water  Main  Renewal  (jointly  with  Llandovery 
Borough) 

(c)  Schemes  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  tenders  invited 

Cynant  Water  Main  Renewal  (jointly  with  Llandovery 
Borough) 

(d)  Awaiting  approval  of  the  Ministry: 

Nil 

(e)  Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1968 

Nil 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

(a)  Schemes  completed  during  the  year 

Nil 

(b)  In  progress  during  the  year: 

Diversion  of  Sewer  and  construction  of  Pumping  Station — 
Rhosamman,  Brynamman 
Llanwrda  and  Llansadwrn  Sewerage  Scheme 
Rhandirmwyn  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 

(c)  Schemes  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  tenders  invited 

Rhandirmwyn  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
Diversion  of  sewer  and  construction  of  Pumping  Station, 
Rhosamman,  Brynamman 

(d)  Awaiting  approval  of  the  Ministry : 

Myddfai  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
Cilycwm  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
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(e)  Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1968: 

Court  Henry  Village  Nantgaredig  Llanfynydd 

Penybanc  (Llandeilo)  Caeo  Manordeilo 

Talley  Derwydd  Farmers 

Pumpsaint 

Proposed  Sewer  Extensions: 

Extension  to  Cwmgwili  Sewer  at  Lotwen  Road,  Capel 
Hendre 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  none  in  this  area. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  1968 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Members, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  information  and  kind 
consideration  my  Seventeenth  Annual  Report.  As  this  will  be  the 
last  Annual  Report  which  I shall  share  with  Dr.  Herbert,  I take 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude  to  her  and  of  wishing 
her  a long  and  happy  retirement. 

This  is  perhaps  an  opportune  time  too,  to  look  back  from  time 
to  time  throughout  this  Report,  and  try  to  assess  what  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  fields  of  environmental  health  over  the  past  two 
decades. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Butchers  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Cafes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . 25 

Confectioners  . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Canteens  and  Clubs  . . . . . . . . 6 

Food  Factories  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers  . . . . . . 73 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . 4 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . . . 52 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . 802 

Factories  . . . . . . . . 14 

Offices  and  Shops  . . . . . . . . 23 

Water  Supplies  . . . . I59 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . 432 

Rodent  Control  . . . . . . 1659 

Refuse  Disposal  . . . . . . 41 

Infectious  Diseases  . . . . . . g 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  . . . . 5 

Dwelling  Houses  (P.H.  Acts)  . . . . . . 47 

Dwelling  Houses  (H.  Acts)  . . . . . . 75] 

Dwelling  Houses  (Miscellaneous)  . . . . 252 

Council  Houses  . . . . 242 

Nuisances  (Miscellaneous)  . . . . ~87 


Total  . . 4829 


SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  37 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  33 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  17 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  17 
Works  undertaken  by  Council  in  default  . . Q 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


1 . Inspection  for  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Inspections 

No.  of  written 
notices 

Prosecutions 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  L.As. 

3 

(ii).  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  L.A. 

1 1 

(iii).  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
L.A.  (excluding  outworkers 
premises)  . . 

- 

Total 

14 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  found. 


Number  of  Defects 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of 
Prosecut- 
ions 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  . . 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

Sanitary  Conveniences:- 

(a)  insufficient 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

* 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

~ 

~ 

Other  offences  not  including 

1 

offences  relating  to  outwork 

1 

~ 

~ 

Total 

2 

2 

- 

21 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Now  that  the  Towy  Valley  Water  Scheme  has  been  completed 
you  have  concentrated  more  in  the  current  year  on  tidying  up  your 
older  existing  supplies.  A great  deal  of  time,  thought  and  energy 
has  been  concentrated  on  ways  and  means  of  improving  the  supply 
to  the  Brynamman  area,  and  during  the  year  also,  a tender  was 
accepted  for  the  replacement  of  the  Cynant  Water  Main  serving 
thirty  properties  within  your  area. 

During  the  year  under  review,  a further  53  private  houses  were 
connected  to  a mains  supply  for  the  first  time.  Now  80%  of  all  the 
properties  within  your  area  enjoy  such  a supply.  Seventeen  years 
ago  this  figure  stood  at  under  60%. 

To  supply  the  needs  of  approximately  24,000  people  over 
an  area  of  236,588  acres  is  no  mean  project,  and  your  record  in  this 
direction  must  surely  be  regarded  as  a magnificent  achievement. 

As  I have  stated  in  previous  reports,  the  provision  of 
adequate  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  to  any  property  and 
particularly  in  rural  areas,  is  not  only  a major  success  story  in  itself, 
but  it  opens  up  so  many  other  possibilities — abominable  pail  closets 
give  way  to  water  closets;  primitive  drainage  arrangements  are 
dispensed  with  and  replaced  by  modern  water-carriage  systems  of 
drainage;  where  bathrooms  have  been  idle  dreams,  beautifully 
equipped  bathrooms  spring  up;  modern  working  kitchens  become 
evident;  and  generally  the  older  houses  are  given  a complete  face- 
lift. The  sum  total  of  all  this — your  area  is  taking  on  a new-look 
with  the  improvement  and  saving  of  so  many  of  these  older  propert- 
ies. 

A mains  water  supply  may  not  be  wholly  responsible  for  this 
revolution — but  it  is  certainly  playing  a major  part  in  all  this. 

Sampling  of  supplies  has  continued  throughout  the  year. 

TABLE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLES  FOR  THE  YEAR 

(a)  Public  Supplies: 

Bacteriological  Examinations : 

Number  of  samples  collected  . . 15 

Number  of  samples  satisfactory  . . 15 

(b)  Private  Supplies: 

Bacteriological  Examinations : 

Number  of  samples  collected  . . 27 

Number  of  samples  satisfactory  . . 23 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  4 
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HOUSE  CONNECTIONS 


Parish 

Main  Supplies 

Private  Supplies 

Direct  to  House 

By  Standpipe 

No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

Llandingat  Without 

19 

54 

— 

— 

68 

206 

Llandeilo  Rural 

1000 

3337 

8 

31 

250 

732 

Llanegwad 

238 

764 

1 

3 

134 

470 

Llangadog  . . 

304 

1033 

— 

— 

121 

425 

Llanddeusant 

38 

123 

— 

— 

60 

147 

Llandyfeisant 

8 

27 

— 

— 

11 

38 

Llanfairarybryn 

86 

289 

1 

4 

140 

324 

Llanfihangel  Aber. 

281 

781 

4 

16 

81 

286 

Llanfynydd 

65 

205 

2 

9 

101 

260 

Llangathen 

72 

230 

— 

— 

83 

288 

Llansadwrn 

91 

259 

— 

— 

77 

176 

Llansawel  . . 

90 

274 

— 

— 

72 

169 

Llanwrda  . . 

73 

243 

— 

— 

47 

142 

Talley 

69 

234 

— 

— 

51 

166 

Cynwil  Gaeo 

127 

399 

— 

— 

206 

527 

Cilycwm 

76 

223 

— 

— 

97 

230 

Myddfai 

61 

191 

— 

— ■ 

73 

219 

Betws 

310 

994 

— 

— 

18 

73 

Llandybie  . . 

2428 

7624 

3 

11 

45 

152 

Quarter  Bach 

837 

2593 

— 

— 

10 

32 
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DRAINAGE  AND  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


Steady  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  persuading 
— and  in  some  instances,  enforcing — owners  to  provide  a water 
carriage  system  of  drainage  to  replace  existing  primitive  arrange- 
ments. This  has  been  a task  which  I have  relentlessly  pursued  over 
the  years.  The  term  “pail-closet”  is  anathema  to  me,  and  my  effort 
in  this  direction  will  not  relax  as  long  as  one  of  these  abominations 
remains  within  your  area. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  under  review,  approximately  1,700 
properties  were  still  served  with  this  form  of  sanitation — approx- 
imately 20%  of  all  the  properties  within  your  area.  This  is  a high 
number,  if  one  accepts,  as  I think  we  must,  that  this  particular 
form  of  sanitation  is  always  a potential  health  hazard,  if  one  con- 
siders, however,  that  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  I informed  you 
that  approximately  2,000  properties  were  thus  served,  then  it  be- 
comes evident  that  our  efforts  in  this  direction  are  being  pursued 
with  some  measure  of  urgency.  Taking  this  a step  further,  and  look- 
ing at  this  problem  as  it  confronted  you  some  twenty  years  ago, 
then  the  present  day  figure  becomes  even  more  encouraging.  Then, 
upward  of  4,000  properties  were  provided  with  primitive  forms  of 
sanitation. 

But  the  energy  with  which  you  have  pursued  your  policy  of 
sewering  your  rural  villages  since  those  early  days,  has  played  a 
major  part  in  substantially  reducing  this  number,  and  when  the 
future  programme  which  you  have  in  mind  is  well  under  way,  so 
the  problem  of  primitive  sanitation  will  rapidly  disappear  from 
your  area. 

During  the  current  year,  good  progress  has  been  made  on  the 
Llanwrda/Llansadwrn  Sewerage  Scheme,  and  the  Rhandirmwyn 
Village  Sewerage  Scheme  got  under  way. 

So  far,  what  I have  said  in  this  part  of  the  Report  has  related 
earth  closets  to  dwelling  houses.  And  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
where  no  sewer  has  been  provided,  then  one  cannot  insist  upon  the 
provision  of  water  closets.  In  such  cases,  conversion  can  only  be 
brought  about  by  persuasion. 

As  you  will  gather  from  my  earlier  remarks,  I am  constantly 
concerned  where  dwelling  houses  are  provided  with  these  prim- 
itive forms  of  sanitation.  But  I have  been  doubly  concened  where 
this  has  applied  to  food  premises.  And  I end  this  part  of  the  Report 
on  an  encouraging  note.  I am  not  aware  of  a single  food  premises 
within  your  area  which  has  not  by  this  time  been  provided  with 
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water  closets  and  a water-carriage  system  of  drainage.  Where  a 
sewer  has  been  made  available  within  a hundred  feet  of  these 
properties,  this  has  been  a simple  and  straight  forward  task;  where 
no  sewer  exists,  I have  adopted  methods  of  persuasion  which  have 
proved  highly  successful. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


Ward /Parish 

Drainage 

- Closet  Accommodation  - Baths 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Number 

connected 

to 

Sewer 

Number 

connected 

to 

Cesspool 
or  Septic 
Tank 

Number 

provided 

with 

Earth- 

Closet 

Number 

provided 

with 

Bath 

Llandeilo  South 

184 

102 

78 

265 

364 

Llandeilo  North 

88 

168 

147 

248 

403 

Cynwil  Caeo 

16 

151 

160 

163 

327 

Llansawel  . . 

63 

44 

50 

97 

157 

Llangadog  . . 

186 

142 

94 

303 

422 

Llanfihangel  Aber. 

198 

82 

80 

267 

360 

Llanwrda  . . 

18 

71 

42 

88 

131 

Talley 

10 

59 

52 

63 

121 

Llandingat  Without 

— 

44 

41 

46 

85 

Llanfynydd 

6 

74 

82 

75 

162 

Llanfairarybryn 

20 

102 

99 

114 

221 

Llansadwm 

35 

54 

77 

83 

166 

Myddfai 

— 

67 

65 

62 

132 

Ciiycwm 

4 

73 

91 

80 

168 

Llanddeusant 

12 

41 

45 

51 

98 

Llanegwad  . . 

40 

166 

158 

196 

364 

Llangathen 

18 

78 

62 

82 

158 

Llandyfeisant 

— 

16 

2 

15 

18 

Betws  Upper 

54 

32 

34 

84 

120 

Betws  Lower 

183 

30 

37 

182 

250 

Quarter  Bach  No.  1 

474 

11 

10 

399 

495 

Quarter  Bach  No.  2 

340 

11 

37 

307 

388 

Glynamman 

403 

16 

48 

340 

467 

Llandybie  . . 

856 

49 

44 

839 

949 

Heolddu 

23 

21 

30 

43 

74 

Penygroes  . . 

702 

33 

48 

665 

783 

Saron 

708 

31 

40 

655 

779 

Totals 

4641 

1768 

1753 

5812 

8162 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Continued  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  combat 
the  rat  menace  within  your  area. 

It  is  disheartening,  however,  to  find,  so  often,  so  many  man- 
made conditions  which  encourage  the  presence  of  these  rodents. 
The  problem  of  the  indiscriminate  tipping  of  refuse  of  all  descript- 
ions is  growing  with  the  passing  years.  And  for  this  reason,  it  does 
not  help  or  encourage  one,  to  study  this  problem  as  it  presented 
itself  twenty  years  ago.  Then,  it  was  bad.  Today,  it  is  unbelievably 
disgraceful.  Every  known  tactic  has  been  employed  to  discourage 
and  abolish  this  practice — not  once — but  time  and  time  again.  But 
for  some  reason,  incomprehensible  to  me,  the  problem  is  worsening 
— unfit  food  stuffs  are  clumped  along  our  highways  by  the  crateful ; 
dead  animals  are  not  buried  but  dragged  to  the  nearest  ditch  or 
dingle  to  rot  in  the  open;  household  waste  and  builders  refuse  is 
scattered  anywhere  and  everywhere. 

Such  conditions  cancel  out  so  much  of  the  good  work  which  is 
carried  out  so  conscientiously  by  my  rodent  operator.  So  much 
more  could  be  achieved  if  all  ratepayers  were  to  make  full  use  of 
the  refuse  collection  service  and  the  refuse  tips  for  the  bulkier  refuse 
they  might  wish  to  discard. 

I do  not  wish  to  give  the  impression,  however,  that  I am  des- 
pondent to  the  stage  of  apathy  in  this  field.  On  the  contrary,  rodent 
control  services  will  continue  in  the  same  efficient  manner  as  they 
have  done  in  the  past.  And  continued  efforts  will  be  made  to 
educate  the  public  against  this  uncivilised  practice  of  ruthlessly 
disposing  of  their  waste  in  rivers,  streams  and  over  the  countryside. 


Summary  of  Control  Measures 


T ype  of  Property 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No.  of 
T reat- 
ments 

No.  Sect.  4 
Notices 

Block  Treatments 

No.  No.  of  No.  of 

Premises  Manholes 

L.A.  Property 

20 

20 



Dwellings 

1659 

309 

_ 

Business  Property 

30 

30 

33 

309 

21 

Agric.  Property 

128 

2 

— 

Total 

1837 

361 

— 

33 

309 

21 
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MEAT 


It  is  interesting  to  look  back  over  the  years  and  note  some  of 
the  important  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  this  important 
field  of  environmental  hygiene  as  they  affect  your  area. 


The  year  1954  witnessed  the  decontrol  of  meat  and  livestock, 
and  local  authorities  were  made  responsible  for  ensuring  that 
sufficient  slaughtering  accommodation  would  be  available  to  satisfy 
the  consumer  needs  of  their  districts  and  for  the  inspection  of  meat 
in  the  selected  slaughterhouses.  This,  of  necessity,  entailed  the  re- 
introduction  of  private  slaughterhouses. 


Eventually,  in  this  same  year,  licences  were  granted  in  respect 
of  nine  private  slaughterhouses.  This  number  was  deemed  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  consumer  needs  of  your  area,  and  you  then  resolved 
to  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  4 of  the 
Slaughter  Houses  Act  1954,  in  order  to  restrict  the  number  of  the 
slaughter  houses. 


During  the  first  year  of  meat  inspection  following  decontrol, 
less  than  6,000  animals  were  slaughtered  and  inspected.  During  the 
year  under  review,  in  the  four  private  slaughter  houses  now  operat- 
ing within  your  area,  24,023  animals  were  slaughtered  and  in- 
spected :- 


Bovines 

1889 

Calves 

627 

Sheep 

..  16578 

Pigs 

4929 

Total  ..  24023 

Another  interesting  development  occurred  in  1963,  when  the 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  were  introduced,  peimitting 
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local  authorities  to  make  charges  for  the  inspection  of  animals  at 
slaughterhouses  at  rates  not  exceeding 

2/6d.  per  bovine  animal  (other  than  calves) 

9d.  per  calf  or  pig 

6d.  per  sheep,  lamb  or  goat. 

You  resolved  at  that  time  to  make  charges  as  follows 
2/0d.  per  bovine  animal  (other  than  calf) 

6d.  per  calf,  pig,  sheep,  lamb  or  goat 

During  the  first  full  year  that  these  regulations  operated,  i.e. 
1964,  the  total  sum  received  as  a result  of  these  charges  amounted 
to  £653. 

The  record  of  charges  made  in  the  current  year  is  shown  in 
the  following  table 


Slaughterhouse 

Animals  Inspected 

Charges 

Bovines 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Aberlash,  Bonllwyn 

97 

— 

765 

489 

41 

1 

0 

Bryn  Road,  Brynamman  . . 

750 

35 

5636 

1376 

251 

3 

6 

Gate  Road,  Penygroes 

1012 

589 

9870 

3045 

438 

16 

0 

Brynglas,  Penygroes 

30 

3 

307 

19 

11 

4 

6 

Totals 

1889 

627 

16578 

4929 

742 

5 

0 

Since  the  introduction  of  these  charges,  the  total  sum  received 
amounts  to  £3,687. 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 


BOVINES 


REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION 

QUANTITY 

CONDEMNED  (lbs) 

Fascioliasis 

. . 3012 

Abscesses 

370 

Cirrhosis 

382 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

. . 536 

Bruising 

368 

Telangiectasis  . . 

130 

Necrosis  . . 

60 

Pneumonia 

105 

Carcinoma 

25 

Actinomycosis  . . 

51 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

29 

Septicaemia 

368 

Oedema 

. . 200 

Peritonitis 

Total 

92 

. . 5728 

CALVES 


REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION 

QUANTITY  CONDEMNED  (LBS) 

Abscesses 

22 

Pneumonia 

• • • • • • 

7 

Inflammation  . . 

• • • • . , 

8 

Immaturity 

Total 

104 

141 
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SHEEP 


REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION 

QUANTITY  CONDEMNED  (LBS) 

Fascioliasis 

. . 

2035 

Strongylosis 

62 

Physiological  Degeneration 

18 

Cysticercus  Tennuicolis 

23 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

485 

Emaciation 

174 

Abscesses 

13 

Bruising 

454 

Contamination  . . 

7 

Pyrexia  . . 

106 

Pneumonia 

12 

Putrefaction 

124 

Septicaemia 

72 

Total  . . 

3685 

PIGS 

REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION 

QUANTITY  CONDEMNED  (LBS) 

Pneumonia 

176 

Pleurisy  . . 

12 

Bruising  . . 

14 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides 

189 

Tuberculosis 

199 

Inflammation 

17 

Asphyxia 

220 

Abscesses 

19 

Hydronephrosis 

1 1 

Cirrhosis 

6 

Total  . . 

834 

GRAND  TOTAL  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 
4 tons  12  cwts  84  lbs. 


OTHER  FOODS 


Again  looking  back  for  a moment,  it  is  interesting  to  make 
comparisons  with  conditions  in  your  food  premises  as  they  were 
twenty  years  ago  and  as  they  are  today.  In  those  early  days,  com- 
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paratively  few  such  establishments  were  provided  with  hot  and  cold 
water,  sinks,  wash-hand  basins,  etc.  With  the  introduction  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  in  1955,  these  and  many  other  improve- 
ments became  compulsory,  and  with  the  passing  years,  the  hygienic 
condition  of  the  food  premises  within  your  area  has  reached  a high 
standard. 

Routine  inspections,  of  course,  are  still,  and  always  must  be,  a 
most  important  feature  of  the  work  of  this  department.  Regulations 
are  good  in  print;  but  so  often  in  practice  they  are  disregarded,  and 
these  inspections  must  be  made  constantly,  that  food  handlers 
might  realize  their  importance  as  measures  to  safeguard  the  health 
of  the  public. 

During  the  year  under  review,  257  food  premises  were  in- 
spected and  it  is  encouraging  to  be  able  to  report  that  only  minor 
infringements  of  the  Regulations  were  discovered  from  time  to  time, 
and  these  were  rectified  by  informal  action.  On  no  occasion  during 
the  year  was  it  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

In  this  field,  we  can  only  hope  to  be  highly  successful  in  pre- 
venting outbreaks  of  illness,  and  particularly  food  poisoning,  when 
the  general  public  become  aware  of  their  own  responsibility  in 
these  matters.  They  must  report  every  small  annoyance  they  ex- 
perience in  relation  to  food  and  food  premises,  if  we  are  to  help 
them  to  the  full. 

The  routine  inspections  I have  mentioned  do  much  to  improve 
conditions  and  lessen  these  dangers.  But  these  in  themselves  are  not 
nearly  enough. 

We  cannot  hope  to  find  every  cracked  cup  or  lip  stick  smeared 
cup  in  retaurants;  it  is  impossible  to  discover  all  the  eating  utensils 
in  these  establishments  which  may  not  have  been  thoroughly 
cleansed;  or  tinned  foods  in  the  grocer  shop  which  are  blown, 
rusted  or  dented.  In  all  these  things  and  numerous  more,  the 
public  must  learn  to  reject  such  treatment  and  report  every  such 
incident  to  the  public  health  department.  In  this  way  only,  will 
food  handlers  learn  the  quick  way,  that  food  hygiene  pays,  and  that 
the  sale  of  sound  and  wholesome  food  is  the  only  way  to  keep  the 
customers. 


The  following  are  the  house  construction  figures  for  the  year 
under  review  compared  with  those  for  the  year  1967:- 


HOUSING 


1967  1968 


Number  of  Council  Houses  erected 
Number  of  Council  Houses  under  construction 
Number  of  Private  Houses  erected 
Number  of  Private  Houses  under  construction 


88 

91 

25 

35 


74 

19 

19 

36 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Waiting  List: 

The  Council’s  Waiting  List  for  Council  Houses  decreased 
slightly  during  the  current  year.  On  the  31st  December,  1967,  this 
figure  stood  at  284;  at  the  close  of  the  year  under  review  it  had 
reduced  to  231.  My  forecast  is,  however,  that  with  the  unavoidable 
delay  experienced  in  proceeding  with  your  housing  programme  at 
the  present  time,  this  figure  will  shortly  begin  to  rise  quite  rapidly. 
A number  of  sites  were  completed  during  the  year,  however,  and 
this  coupled  with  the  fact  that  a large  number  of  houses  were 
vacated  by  tenants,  permitted  you  to  rehouse  1 1 0 families  during 
the  year. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  extent  of  your  housing- 
problem  in  the  various  wards  and  parishes  at  the  close  of  the  year:- 


Ward/ Parish 

General  Needs 

O.A.Ps. 

Total 

Quarter  Bach  No.  2 

. . 11 

2 

13 

Quarter  Bach  No.  1/Glynamman 

7 

6 

13 

Upper  Betws 

1 

3 

4 

Lower  Betws  . . 

8 

4 

12 

Heolddu 

. . 

— 

— 

Penygroes 

. . 10 

5 

15 

Llandybie 

. . 20 

13 

33 

Saron  . . 

. . 15 

28 

43 

Llangathen  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Llansadwrn  . . 

6 

3 

9 

Llangadog 

. . 20 

3 

23 

Llandeilo  North 

5 

3 

8 

Llansawel 

2 



2 

Cilycwm 

1 

— 

1 

Talley 

3 

1 

4 

Llanwrda 

. . 2 

1 

3 

Llanfihangel  Aberbythich 

2 

6 

8 

Llanegwad 

8 

8 

16 

Cynwil  Caeo 

4 

3 

n 

/ 

Llandeilo  South 

5 

2 

7 

Llanfairarybryn 

1 

1 

Llanfynydd 

3 

3 

6 

Myddfai 





Llanddeusant 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 


. . 135 


96 


231 
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Management: 

During  the  year,  242  council  houses  were  subject  to  a detailed 
inspection  by  your  public  health  inspectors.  I reported  to  you  ad- 
versely on  only  10  of  these  houses,  and  this  figure  speaks  for  itself. 
The  vast  majority  of  your  houses  are  well  looked  after  by  your 
tenants,  and  so  many  of  them  are  a joy  to  see. 


PRIVATE  HOUSES 

(a)  Old  Houses  into  new  homes: 

Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  places  a duty  upon  your 
Public  Health  Inspectors  to  inspect  your  district  from  time  to  time 
with  a view  to  ascertaining  whether  any  house  therein  is  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  I have  always  been  very  conscious  of  this  pro- 
vision and  during  the  past  four  or  five  years,  a comprehensive 
survey  of  your  district  has  been  proceeding,  and  will  continue  until 
the  majority  of  houses  have  been  subjected  to  a detailed  inspection. 

The  reports  I am  receiving  regularly  each  week  are  of  the  ut- 
most value.  They  assist  me  in  keeping  my  housing  records  up  to  date; 
they  reveal  defects  upon  which  I am  able  to  take  action;  and  they 
also  provide  a realistic  record  of  amenities  lacking  in  any  house.  I 
am  now  in  the  process  of  preparing  a register  which  will  inform  me 
of  every  house  in  every  ward  and  parish  which  lacks  any  of  these 
basic  amenities.  Further,  as  this  type  of  dwelling  is  made  known  to 
me,  the  owners  are  immediately  informed  of  the  substantial  grants 
that  are  available  to  them  for  providing  these  improvements.  And 
this  direct  personal  contact  has  made  a most  encouraging  impact 
upon  property  owners  and  has  undoubtedly  been  a major  factor 
in  the  speeding  up  of  applications  for  improvement  grants. 

This  housing  survey  to  date  has  involved  several  thousands  of 
houses,  and  I anticipate  that  the  greater  part  of  this  work  will  be 
completed  within  the  next  two  years.  I cannot  give  you  the  precise 
number  of  houses  inspected  during  the  current  year,  but  a con- 
servative estimate  would  be  of  the  order  of  1 ,000  houses. 

During  the  year  81  discretionary  improvement  grant  schemes 
were  completed  and  these  qualified  for  grants  amounting  to 
£27,592.  In  addition,  19  standard  grant  schemes  were  completed 
which  qualified  for  grants  amounting  to  £2,372. 
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(b)  Repair  of  Older  Houses : 

The  repair  sections  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  together  with 
various  provisions  of  other  statutes,  are  an  integral  part  of  the 
excercise  of  saving  our  older  houses,  and  these  provisions  have  been 
executed  steadfastly  throughout  the  year. 

Twenty  years  ago,  statutory  action  for  the  repair  of  houses  was 
at  its  peak,  and  the  number  of  notices  served  annually  in  those 
early  post  war  years  reached  a very  high  figure.  In  recent  years,  it 
is  encouraging  to  report  that  this  figure  has  fallen  sharply  and  more 
and  more  houses  are  now  kept  in  a good  state  of  repair  voluntarily 
or  as  the  result  of  informal  action  only. 

During  the  current  year,  only  37  statutory  notices  were  served 
on  owners. 


(c)  Demolition  and  Closure : 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  recorded  during  the  year  under 
review  amounted  to  329.  This  compares  with  341  at  the  close  of 
1967,  a mere  reduction  of  12. 

Even  so,  I am  reasonably  pleased  with  the  progress  made  in 
this  direction.  Two  decades  ago,  this  figure  was  well  into  four 
figures.  Today,  the  number  of  unfit  houses  is  a mangeable  total, 
and  I visualize  this  present  figure  decreasing  only  very  gradually 
from  now  onwards. 

During  the  year,  three  houses  were  demolished  and  twenty-one 
closed  as  a result  of  statutory  action.  Unfortunately,  as  the  housing 
survey  proceeds,  additional  houses  are  found  which  have  to  be  re- 
categorised and  placed  in  the  unfit  category.  Six  such  houses  were 
discovered  in  the  current  year. 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS 
as  at  31st  December,  1968 


Ward/Parish 

Category  Category  Category 
1 2 3 

Category  Category  Total 
4 5 

Llandeilo  South 

184 

102 

64 

4 

10 

364 

Llandeilo  North 

170 

114 

88 

8 

23 

403 

Cynwil  Caeo 

96 

74 

118 

19 

20 

327 

Llansawel  . . 

57 

40 

48 

3 

9 

157 

Llangadog  . . 

203 

112 

93 

6 

8 

422 

Llanfihangel  Aber. 

195 

92 

68 

4 

1 

360 

Llanwrda  . . 

54 

32 

40 



5 

131 

Talley 

45 

30 

36 

4 

6 

121 

Llandingat  Without 

21 

25 

29 

8 

2 

85 

Llanfynydd 

49 

38 

61 

3 

11 

162 

Llanfairarybryn 

64 

59 

80 

7 

11 

221 

Llansadwrn 

54 

41 

48 

9 

14 

166 

Myddfai 

33 

32 

56 

5 

6 

132 

Cilycwm 

38 

38 

79 

8 

5 

168 

Llanddeusant 

23 

29 

40 

4 

2 

98 

Llanegwad 

126 

76 

144 

7 

11 

364 

Llangathen 

56 

41 

55 

3 

3 

158 

Llandyfeisant 

14 

2 

2 

— 

— 

18 

Upper  Betws 

63 

28 

21 

3 

5 

120 

Lower  Betws 

133 

76 

36 

— 

5 

250 

Quarter  Bach  No.  1 

258 

152 

79 

2 

4 

495 

Quarter  Bach  No.  2 

234 

78 

61 

1 

14 

388 

Glynamman 

277 

91 

81 

15 

3 

467 

Llandybie  . . 

627 

241 

78 

2 

1 

949 

Heolddu 

29 

9 

26 

5 

5 

74 

Penygroes  . . 

414 

285 

78 

4 

2 

783 

Saron 

435 

245 

90 

6 

3 

799 

Totals 

3952 

2182 

1699 

140 

189 

8162 

Housing,  as  you  are  fully  aware,  is  a tremendously  complex 
problem.  And  in  a rural  area  such  as  yours,  slum  clearance  is  equally 
complex  and  can  only  be  efficiently  and  expeditiously  resolved  by 
skilfully  and  resolutely  wielding  the  tools  we  have  at  our  disposal. 
This  problem  is  not  the  simple  one  of  ruthlessly  demolishing  every 
unfit  house.  Rather  does  it  involve  (i)  salvaging  of  as  many  of  these 
older  houses  as  possible,  where  they  lend  themselves  to  recondition- 
ing. And  in  very  many  instances,  the  spending  of  the  right  amount 
of  money  on  them  can  and  does  achieve  this  end;  (ii)  the  repair 
and  improvement  of  houses  which,  though  not  yet  in  the  slum 
category  will  undoubtedly  fall  into  this  category  in  a short  period 
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of  time  unless  operated  upon  quickly;  (iii)  encouragement  to  the 
owners  to  make  use  of  the  substantial  grants  that  are  available  and 
which  are  offered  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  saving  older  houses; 
and  (iv)  the  demolition  or  closure  of  dwelling  houses  which  have 
reacned  that  final  stage  of  usefulness  as  habitable  dwellings. 


1 


ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS  1957-1961 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  (Section  9)  . . . . 4 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  owner  after 

service  of  formal  notice  (Section  9)  . . . . 4 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  local  authority 

in  default  of  owners  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  houses  reconstructed  as  a result  of  formal  notice 

(Section  16)  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition 

orders  (Section  17)  . . . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  as  a result  of  formal  action 

(Section  16)  . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Number  of  notices  served  in  respect  of  houses  overcrowded  . . Nil 

Number  of  separate  tenement  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  (Sect- 
ion 1 8)  Nil 

Number  of  condemned  houses  reconstructed  (Section  24) 

Number  of  closing  orders  substituted  for  demolition  orders 
(Section  26,  H.A.  1961) 
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CONCLUSION 


This  again  has  been  a full  and  interesting  year,  and  the  prep- 
aration of  this  Report  which,  I believe,  indicates  fair  progress  in  so 
many  fields,  has  given  me  the  utmost  pleasure. 

I offer  my  thanks  as  always,  to  my  colleagues  in  all  departments 
who  have  given  me  their  usual  loyal  support  throughout  the  year, 
and  to  you  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Members,  for  your  continued  kind- 
ness and  encouragement. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  THOMAS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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